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“Crossing the Ts and dotting the Is” :Crossing the Ts and dotting the Is  :

P i tt ti t ll th d t il f kPaying attention to all the details, for a work  
complete, accurate, well–formed.
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Trained developers → limited set of HTML tags
↓↓

New web technologies → need for standards
↓↓

New kind of web → usability evaluation 
↓↓

evaluating e-learning platforms → compliance
ith W b t d dwith Web-standards
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 Validators, e.g. W3C’s CSS Validator, W3C’s 
Markup ValidatorMarkup Validator.

 Accessibility and compliance to standards
W ll f d f i Well-formedness of static content, 
Correctness of page structure, 
A i t f t d t tAppropriateness of user generated content.
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“Browser wars” (Internet Explorer vs 
Netscape)⇒ Web-standards (cornerstone of 
usability and accessibility).

 Increase of awareness for the role of standards organisations,
 Success in terms of market-share of the new generation of 

standards compliant browsersstandards-compliant browsers,
 Growing literature and media coverage,
 Extended use of content management software.g
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… an easily achievable task which is worth 
targetingtargeting …

Crossing the Ts and Closing the Tags: Improving Web-Standards Compliance in Open 
Source E-Learning Platforms, 

A. Giannakoulopoulos, A. Floros, N. Kanellopoulos & I. Varlamis 7

 Errors’ origin ⇦ administrators/developers Errors  origin ⇦ administrators/developers

V lidit f th k d d ’ Validity of the markup depends on user’s 
knowledge
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 Effect on the presentational layer, and not the 
functionality.y

 Lower degree of failures: Lower degree of failures:
a) simplicity of stylesheet 

syntaxsyntax
b) style directives are kept in 

separate filesseparate files.
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Impatient authors neglect to crossImpatient authors neglect to cross
the Ts and dot the Is…
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 Keeping pace with web standards Keeping pace with web standards.
 The wider the usage of the platform, the 

greater the benefitsgreater the benefits.
 Academic advocacy in favor of Web-

standards compliancestandards compliance.
 Evaluation of each platform against validity.

Q tit ti h Quantitative research.
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